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PLAIN JO

BBERY

Chicago Taxpayers to Be Robbed of
Twenty-five Millions of Dollars to
Help “Good Roads” Trust

Chicago taxpayers are to be robbed
blind in the interest of “good roads”
in other parts of the State of Illinois.
The road bullders are putting up a
job to saddle $60,000000 on the tax-
payers to carry out this scheme of
theire and Chicago sits supine and
permits itgelf to be robbed In the
Interest of the cement and macadem
trust. Oscar BE. Hewitt, who Is gen-
erally wide awake, writes in the Her-
ald on the subject as follows:

“Of course taxes will be Inecrensed.
The bonds must be paid, also the in-
terest, but if the Issue I8 authorlized
one county will pay more than two-
fifths of the bonds and interest. That
county Is Cook. It must settle more
than 40 per cent of the expense, The
remainder of the burden will fall
upon the other 101 counties, which
will probably get twenty-nine-thirti-
eths of the expenditures and road
construction,

“That Cook County should bear so
large a part of the expense and re-
celve so little of the benefit is highly
inequitable, yet there have bheen no
local complaints of the program to
date. If there are any, they will
probably be disclosed this evening.

“The bonds will, perhaps, be paild
from auto licenses and taxes, al
though probably confined exclusively
to the latter. Owners of nutos In
Cook County pay about 43 per cent on
machines in the state. Of the state
taxes, Cook County pays a like pers
centage. The property valuations In
Cook County are 44.8 per cent of the
total of the entire state, nccording to
the 1015 report of the state board of
equalization—the 1918 report has not
yet heen put out,

“The valuations in half a dozen
counties show the sharp comparison
between Cook and some of the other
larger counties,

“The total assessed valuation of
the state ls $2,490,311,888. The fol-
lowing table shows the valuation in

selected counties and the percentage

[euch valuation Is of the state total:

County Valuation Pet.
Cook .......381.119.850,768 44.80
McLean 41,832,548 188
Peoria ..... 40, 118878  1.605
La Salle 48,787,100 166
Sangamon .. 38,807,028 1546
Vermilion 26,400,651 147
“City and town property and the

rallroads will pay more than half of
the expense which will be of enor-
mous value to the farm lands, Town
and clty lots will pay 42.1 per cent,
the rallronds 8.6 per cent, personal
property 21,4 per cent and farm lands
270 per cent”

S,
CITY GAS STANDARD

Chicago's gas standard for the
next flve years has heen fixed by the
aldermanic committee on gas at a
heating power of 565 thermal units
and a lighting power of nine candles.
The present standard is 600 thermal
units and twenty-two candles,

The new standard was adopted by
the votes of Aldermen Merriam,
Cross, McNichols, Howler, Wallace,
O'Toole and Rea, It was opposed by
Aldermen Block, Lawley and Utpatel.
The issue was the lighting power re-
quirement which was advocated by
the committee’s expert, . W, Bemis.
He declared the lighting power which
the company's representatives de-
clared their Intention of furnishing
was to be only three to six candles
and that would not be enough.

The committee also adopted three
motions made by Alderman Merriam
and providing that:

“No further changes shall be made
in gas standards without a corre
sponding change in rates,

“No ordinance shall be recommend-
ed for passage which does not In-
clude a provision compelling the gus
company to keep its records open for
Inspection by the elty's representu-
tives at all times.

“The right of the city to fix gas

IN THE CITY COUNCIL

Important Public Business Before
the Chicago Board of Aldermen

The fruit terminal ordinance of the
Atchison, Topeka und Santa Fe Rall-
way was recommended for passage by
the council committee on local indus-
tries.

The measure contemplates the con-
struction of a new terminal, with
switeh tracks and asuction-house In
the reglon between Elghteenth street
and Archer avenue west of Clark
street. The estimated cost of the hme
provement is §1,500,000,

8ix neres of city property are to he
vaecated, most of it being streets now
blocked by switel tracks. In return
for this land the Santa Fe will turn
over three and one-half peres of prop.

erty. The Improvement contemplates
a viaduet on Blackwell street to be
built by the company at u cost of

$400,000 that will afford another north
and south  thoroughfare between
dighteenth street and Archer avenue.

The scheme has been worked out
80 us not to conflict with the Chicago
plan, and when the rviver Is stralght-
ened it will give wnother north and
gouth artery.

The ordinance hus bheen referred to
the compensation committee to de-
clde how much money the rallroad
must pay for the vacation of property.
According to Alderman Fisher, chalr
man of the local industries body, the
company will have to pay about $200.
000, in addition to building the via-
duct between Eighteenth street and
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Archer avenue, The ordinance calls
for completion of the project within

two years,

A subecommittee of the gas, oll and
electrie lght committee directed that
an ordinance providing for the re.
moval of all overland telephone, tele-
graph and electric light wires be
drawn by the corporation counsel,

The ordinance provides for the re-
moval of all wires with the exception
of street car trolley wires and in-
cludes those of the sanitary district,

Representatives of the drainage
board objected to this on the ground
that it would cost $400,000 to run its
wires in the ground, but inasmuch as
it will cost the city §300,000 to re-
move its own wires the subcommit-
tee voted for the ordinance,

A,

A bill to remove the twenty-year
limit on street rallroad franchises was
consldered by the councll committee
on loeal transportation. The tenta-
tive proposition i8 to ask the legis-
lature at Springfleld for an amend-
ment ralsing the maximum period
from twenty to fifty years.

S0 long as the twenty-year limit s
on the books, the aldermen say, the
proposed consolidation of the surface
and elevated lines cannot progress
beyond the conversational stage,

The legislation to be asked at
Springfield will be in conformity with
the scheme recently unfolded by
Walter L. Fisher, special counsel.
This is based on s thirty-year fran-
chise, subject to the city's right to
purchase at any time, with the priv-
llege of a twenty-year extension If
the city does not take over the prop-
erty at or before the expiration of
the thirty-year period.

rates must be conceded by the gas
company.”

The committee further empowered
Expert Bemis to confer with William
G. Woolfolk and other gas company
representatives regarding the prices
to be charged for gas during the en-
sulng period. Mr. Woolfolk told the
committee the reduction in the heat-
ing standard was satisfactory to the
company, but not the reduction In
lighting power. He said the company
was opposed to the fixing of any can-
dle power requirement.

iy
FOOD INQUIRY IN
CHICAGO

President Wilson's nation-wide or-
der for an inquiry into the present
high cost of food stirred Chlcago rep-
resentatives of the federal wsecret

SAVE CARROLL AVENUE

City Council Should Defeat Or-
dinance Giving It Up to
Railroad Tracks.

The City Council should defeat the
proposed ordinance permitting the
laving of rallroad tracks on Carroll
avenue,

The main ordinance comes from
two rallroad companies which ask per-
mission to lay thelr tracks in Carroll
avenue for a distance of six blocks,
Thelr reply to the argument that such
use should not be made of a public
street s that Carroll avenue Is a
“stub” end not much used by vehicles,

But the aldermen are just as much
interested in what might be called
subsidiary ordinances sought by own-
ers of property which would be bene-
fited by the proposed tracks. The
owners seek permission to run spurs
into their property for their own use.
In this connection the aldermen cite
an unwritten rule that such privileges
are given only for the benefit of in.
dustriea already In existence, while
most of the property in thig case Is

unoccupled.
SANITARY DISTRICT
FEARLESS

“With our own police power we can
take care of any sltuation that might
arise,” Trustee George W. Paullin, of
the sanitary district of Chicago, sald
in speaking about the vigilance
ordered to protect the dralnage canal
from any possible act of cranks,

“Adjt. Gen. Frank 8. Dickson had a
conference with me at his request on

NEW CITY MARKET

South Water Street Congestion to Be
Relieved with Great Fruit and Vege-
table Mart on South Side.

The City Council news in this edi-
tion of the Eagle gives the gratifying
Information that a new frult and
vegetable wholesale terminal market,
which is expected to relieve the con-
gestion of South Water street and
Incldentally assist in reducing the cost
of foodstuffs in the south and west
sides, was recommended by the coun-
cll loeal industries committee,

The committee reported out an or-
dinance authorizing the Santa Fe
rallroad to establish the terminal in
the district bounded by Eighteenth
gtreet, Blackwell street, Archer ave-
nue and the river. By the terms of
the measure the city turns over to
the rallroad Intervening streets and
alleys amounting fo about six mcres
and receives in return three and ones
half acres, together with approximate-
Iy $200,000 in compensation.

A feature of the plans is the open-
ing of Blackwell street so as to af-
ford n new north and south connec-
tion in that section of the city. Black-
well street, near Eighteenth street, s

FRANCIS STUYVESANT PEABODY.
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sorvice, Agents began  preliminary
work in the Investigation which will
seek (o trace ench staple from the
thme It reaches the eity until It goes
into the of the consumer In
order to fix each addition to the orig-
inal price,

Representatives of the department
of agriculture and the federal trade
commission are expected to arrive in
Chicago soon to take charge of the
inquiry which will have its center
here. Henry T. Rainey, representa-

tive in congress from Illinols, has sug-
gested calling on leading bakers and
others in the inquiry,

A charge that bankers, warchouse
owners, speculators and food manu-
facturers are In collusion to keep up
prices will be looked into. The as-
sertlon that the railroads are neglect-
Ing to provide additional equipment

home

will also be investigated, it is sald.

Saturday, at which he merely wanted
to kpow what precautions we had
taken to guard the various works of
the canal. 1 assured him our polive
force would be ample to afford pro-
tection.

“We have merely directed our po-
lice to use particular vigllance 1o pre-
vent possible acts by cranks, We
have not put on any extra men.”

A,

Reglstrar Joseph F, Haas has an-
nounced the appointment of Edgar H.
Parnell as chief examiner of titles In
the Torrens office. Mr. Parnell has
been one of the examiners in the office
since 1911, Letters were received by
Mr, Haas from J. F. Hecht, chairman
of the Torrens committee of the Cook
County Real Estate Board; Louis
A, Seeberger, a former president of
the Chicago Real Estate Board, and
others expressing strong approval of
the appointment,

now occupled by tracks and shops of
the N. K. Falrbank company, and it
I8 proposed to extend a viaduct south
from Eighteenth street, In the event
the river s straightened It will bhe
possible, necording to the enginvers,
to open two other north and south
sireets in that nelghborhood.

The most active opposition to the
ordinance came from the Falrbank
company, which claimed that the via.
duct would damage their property.
Thelr claims were reviewed by John
F. Wallace's terminal commission and
the conclusion was reached that the
demands of the company were not
justified In view of the doubtful legal-
ity of thelr occupancy of Blackwell

atreet,

President SBergel was absent from
the meeting of the Sanitary District
board and Trustees Walluce G, Clark
and George W. Paullin “landed"” on

R. E. Blackwood, secretary of the
Civil Service Reform Assoclation.

Mr. Blackwood was accused as a
“double crosser” and a “bunk profes-
sional reformer” and also of being In
lengue with President Sergel. Black-
wood had asked permission to appear
in support of his legislative bLill for
civil service In the Sanitary District.

“1 told him It would take us two
months to prepare for civil service”
fald Trustee Paullin, “and here he
double crosses us and goes before the
legislature with a blll without con-
sulting us, | suppose he and Pres|-
dent Sergel got together on this bill,
Blackwooi I8 a professional bunk re-
former."

“1 don’t want any controversy with
Trustee  Paullin,™ said Mr., Black.
wood, “The bill has the endorse-
ment of several civie organizations.”

D
GOV. LOWDEN'S
CONSOLIDATION BILL

Governor Lowden’s Consolidation
bill s going to win out Iin the legisla-
ture. According to ita provisions
about 100 commissions and boards
would be conzolldated into nine de.
partments.

In the final session of the commit-
tee, which lasted until after midnight,
lmportant changes were made in the
original draft. Three of the princl-
pal boards, while placed in depart-
ment divisions, hold their individual-
ity without supervision by the depart-
ment director. This was done be-
causge of some doubt as to the legal
points involved. The three hoards
are: Public utility commission of five
members., regulating  public  service
corporations; industrial commission,
handling the administration of the
workingmen's compensation act, five

Minois 18 close to a rdferendum
vote on statewide prohibition, with
the men and women voting on even
terms, The Senate has so decreed

The house, ns established by a close
poll, I8 one short of the necessary sev-
enty-seven votes required to pass the
bill. The wets clatm they have eight
majority, Two of thelr clalmed sup-
porters went Into the dry camp. The
elections committee  dismissed four
eontests,. One of these came from
the Galesburg district, where former
Representative Basel, a dry, seemed
to have every right t®a recount

The wet majority kicked Hasel's
chge onut of court and strong condem-
pation has bheen heard, followed by
renewed tactics on the part of the
deva that may transform the clalmed
wet majority In the houge to one
that will submit the bill to o refer-

endum

Chicago'™s board of education dim.
eulties held the leglslntive spotlight.
In the senate, after a sharp debate,
Senontor Baldwin's bill, divorcing the
board of education from the city couns
¢il, and eliminating the Ilatter from
all participation In school board af
fairs, bevond the confirmation of the
trustees, was reported favorably, Sen-
ntor  Hull voted In the mnegative
ugalnst a favorable report

Representative Carl Mueller of the
Lake View district In the bhouse in-
troduced a bill brought to Springfield
by Ralph €. Otig, one of the members
of the hoard.

The Otis bill ereates a board of
eleven trustees, with terms of five
years each, two members to bhe ap-
pointed yearly by the mayor with the
confirmation of the ecouncil, The
board elects its own officers. New
statutory ofMicers are a superintendent
of education; a business manager and
an attorney, each to head his own
department, with a fixed term of three
years each.

The board may acquire property by
purchase or otherwise, without coun-

cll approval; may erect all school

members and the state mining board,
which Inspects mines and directs ad-
ministration of mining laws, three
members,

Elected state officers, such as audi-
tor, treasurer and secretary of state,
would be taken from the supervision
of the director of finances,

The maximum salary for a director
wns made $7.000 on motion of Mr.
Shurtleff, This figure was fixed be-
cause of the fact that some of the
elected state officers do not recelve
more than $7.500 a year. However,
there 12 0 move on foot in the genate
to ralse the salaries for directors by
providing n 210,000 salary for all
elected state officers except the lieu-
tenant-governor, whose salary, it is
sufd, should be ralsed to $5,000 0 year
from $2.500. Some of the senators
insist the right kind of men cannot be
attracted by a salary of less than
$10,000, The governor's salary is $12,-
000 a year.

A,
JUDGE SCULLY'S COM-
MISSION

The citirenghip commission ap-
pointed by County Judge Scully has
voted to recommend a general regis-
tration once every four yvears instead
of every two years, ns at present.
If the legislature adopts other recom-
mendations it I8 possible a saving of
$400,000 may be made next fall. Pro-
vision is made for registration In off
years at the offices of the election
commissioners and at four ofMces to
be opened In each ward, The com-
mission urges a separate ballot for
presidentinl electors, removal of the
requirement that voters state thelr
ages and abolitlon of the mandatory
provision that each precinet shall have
not to excesd 300 voters,

IN THE LEGISLATURE

Work of lllinois Lawmaking Body
During the Current Week

buildings; may issue bonds for the
acquirement and construetion of bhuild-
ings; and may Issue tax antielpation

warrants up to 75 per cent of the
totnl
A board of three examiners s

created to examine all applicants for
teachers  and  certiticates  shall  he
granted  gratuitously., Appointment
and promotion of teachers is for merit
only and arfter a probationary period
of three yeurs teachers' position
shull be permanent, subject to charges

and trials,

Bankers from all sections of the
atite were in Springtield Tuesday aft
ernaon to participate In the pobili
hearing on the question of private
bank legislation 'he hoaring wanr
In the housge under the direction of

the committee on bhanks and bulldings
and loan assoclations The private
bunk scanduals fn Chlcago of recent
date has aroused sentiment pmong thae

legislative leaders, who are ngreed
there must be a Wil passged this ses
sion to place private bank indes
slate supervision

The bill introduced in the house b
Willlnm G, Thon of Chicago wmwl In

the senate by Hoenry W Vistin of
Ok Park will be the basis for a ecom

mittee measure that is belleved to

e sure of passage by this legislature
for the last three leglslature sessjons
elforts to put private banks under
atate supervision have falled.  The
Chicago seandals have clhiangad the
atmosphere on this subject and re

spongible private bankers have come
to realize that something must be

done. It s In this spirlt the subject
is approached this session
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